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took commissions in these units, which were recognized by
treaty between the Swiss Confederation and France. There
were also some Irish units, which formed a brigade at the
battle of Fontenoy, in 1745; they were more difficult to keep
up to strength than were the Swiss regiments, as they were
naturally not recognized by the British Government, and
French recruiting agents were not permitted to come to Ireland.
The officers of the Scottish regiments in the Dutch service
came generation after generation from certain Scottish clans;
the rank and file, however, were no longer chiefly Scots in the
eighteenth century. " Mackay's regiment " was originally in
the Swedish Army, and served in the campaigns of Gustavus
Adolphus in the Thirty Years War. After the Peace of West-
phalia it was discharged from Sweden, and, like the White
Company of the Hundred Years War, or the Italian condottieri
of the later Middle Ages, it went off as a body under its own
colonel and accepted service with the States-General of the
United Netherlands.
Every sovereign was still actual commander of his troops,
and was trained to arms. This military aspect of the ruler,
however, was not unduly emphasized, because there was little
difference between the normal dress of a gentleman and the
uniform of an officer. The eighteenth-century monarchs,
accordingly, had not anything like the self-conscious parade of
militarism of the nineteenth- and twentieth-century monarchs,
usually un-military men, who were seldom, if ever, seen with-
out stiff military tunic. Orders, and medals. As a iDptatter of
fact, the advance of the military art, the .hard necessities of
aiming at success in the field, were tending to keep the monarchs
away from active command of armies on campaign, and to
leave the conduct of battle to proved, professional commanders.
The truth is that monarchs in that age were becoming a little
* soft.' The fashion of building copies of Versailles, and of
living in a round of banquets and plays, was not conducive
to the maintenance of the military qualities. Augustus II, the
Strong, Elector of Saxony and King of Poland, though he had
been an active commander of Imperial troops in the Turkish